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The Gorkha Earthquake of 25 April 2015 and its aftershocks shook Nepal devastatingly. It affected 

31 districts in the central and western regions of Nepal, of which 14 districts were highly affected 

and 17 less so. The earthquakes caused the deaths of 8,891 people and the displacement of 188,900, 

with hundreds still missing. There was extensive damage to the country’s infrastructure, including 

world heritage sites. Nearly half a million private homes and 2,656 government buildings were 

destroyed and 256,697 private houses and 3,622 government buildings were damaged, leading to an 

estimated loss of as much as USD 7 billion.2 

The response to the earthquakes was immediate and Nepal saw various rescue, relief and other 

humanitarian support provided to the affected people and communities by innumerable state and 

non-state actors as well as individuals both from Nepal and elsewhere. At the International 

Conference on Nepal’s Reconstruction hosted on 25 June 2015 by the Government of Nepal, 

international partners pledged USD 4.4 billion in grants and loans for recovery and reconstruction.3

                                                           
This bibliographic resource guide has been prepared for the research project, ‘After the Earth’s Violent Sway: The 

Tangible and Intangible Legacies of a Natural Disaster’, funded by the UK’s Global Challenges Research Fund through 

the Arts and Humanities Research Council (Grant Number AH/P003648/1; sway.soscbaha.org), with SOAS, University 

of London, as the lead and Social Science Baha as one of the partner organisations. 

This is an updated version of the bibliography (https://sway.soscbaha.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Nepal-

Earthquake-2015-and-Its-Aftermath_05042019.pdf) published in April 2019. It drew on the online resource guide, 

‘Reconstructing Nepal: The 2015 Earthquakes and Their Aftermath’ (guides.library.ubc.ca/reconstructingnepal), 

prepared by Sara Shneiderman, James Binks, Emily Amburgey and Susan Atkey at the University of British Columbia 

(UBC). The latter is part of the output of the Canadian Social Science and Humanities Resource Council (SSHRC)-

funded Partnership Development Grant, ‘Expertise, Labour and Mobility in Nepal’s Post-Conflict, Post-Disaster 

Reconstruction’, which is based at Social Science Baha in Nepal, and collaborates with SOAS and the ‘Sway project’. 

The first edition made use of resources collected by Jeevan Baniya for the ‘Nepal Earthquake Reconstruction Research: 

Scoping Study’ on behalf of South Asia Research Hub–DfID, New Delhi. Amrita Gurung, Bhim Kala Limbu, Bina 

Limbu, Manju Gurung, Obindra Bahadur Chand and Tracy Ghale at Social Science Baha also contributed to that 

compilation along with independent researcher Sunita Basnet. In April 2020, the bibliography was further updated with 

the support of Bhim Kala Limbu, Binod Dulal, Bipin Upadhyaya and Sasmita Singtan at Social Science Baha. 
1  Jeevan Baniya is Assistant Director and Amit Gautam is Research Associate at Social Science Baha, Kathmandu 

Nepal (https://soscbaha.org/team). The authors would like to express special thanks to Bhuwan KC at the National 

Reconstruction Authority for his support in collecting the NRA-related materials. 

2  National Planning Commission (NPC), Government of Nepal, ‘Post-Disaster Needs Assessment, Vol A: Key 

Findings Nepal Earthquake 2015’ (Kathmandu: National Planning Commission, Government of Nepal, 2015). 
3  ‘Home: Nepal: Education’, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), accessed 

21 March 2019, humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/%20education 

https://sway.soscbaha.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Nepal-Earthquake-2015-and-Its-Aftermath_05042019.pdf
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https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/%20education
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In December 2015, following the enactment of the ‘Act Relating to Reconstruction of the 

Earthquake Affected Structures (2072)’, the National Reconstruction Authority (NRA) was 

established. As the key government agency responsible for facilitating and coordinating recovery 

and reconstruction of private houses, public infrastructure and heritage and resettlement of 

vulnerable households and communities, the NRA and its various committees have formulated a 

number of recovery and reconstruction-related policies and guidelines and also made several 

decisions related to these activities. 

This resource guide is an attempt to bring together the vast literature that the earthquake and the 

recovery and reconstruction phases have spawned. It includes journal articles, research papers and 

reports, books, government acts, rules, policies and guidelines, decisions of the NRA, interviews 

with NRA officials and political leaders and useful links related to 2015 Earthquake and its 

aftermath. It, however, does not deal with media reports given the sheer impossibility of even 

attempting to put together everything that has been written on the subject since that fateful day in 

April 2015.4  

Published: 10 May 2020 

 

Note: Years of publication given in Bikram Sambat, the Nepali calendar, have been denoted by ‘BS’ within 

parentheses. 
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Abbreviations and Acronyms 
 

CIPA International Committee of Architectural Photogrammetry 

DRR Disaster Risk Reduction 

GPS Global Positioning System 

 ICCROM International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration  

 of Cultural Property 

ICORP International Scientific Committee on Risk Preparedness 

ICT Information and Communications Technology 

INGO International Non-Governmental Organisation 

IOM International Organization for Migration 

JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 

MISP Minimum Initial Service Package 

NFI Non-Food Item 

PTSD Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

SAARC South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 

SFDRR Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 

UAV Unmanned Aerial Vehicle  
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